12 Points of a Typical PONY

1. Ultrasonic Ears: Ponies are blessed with an acute sense of
hearing. Studies show they can detect the rattle of a grain bucket
150 yards away. Ironically, the same study revealed that some
ponies were unable to ascertain the sound of a young child on its
back screaming the word, “Whoa!”

2. Thick forelock: This trademark tuft of wiry hair hides a telltale set
of horns.

3. Powerful Teeth: A pony’s teeth are perfectly designed to snap,
crunch and grind carrots, peppermints, apples and fingers.

4. Long, Sloping Shoulder: This widely admired conformation trait
allows the pony to excel in athletic activities like jumping, dressage,
cross-country trekking and rearing.

5. Durable Hooves: Extremely hardy, a pony’s hooves miraculously
come equipped with a magnetic-like attraction to the human foot.

6. Rotund Body Shape: The typical pony has a teddy bear tummy
that continues to expand despite reduced rations of feed and
increased amounts of exercise. (It's a glandular thing).

7. Springboard Hocks: These nimble joints function much like a
rocket launcher as the pony propels its rider over obstacles usually
reserved for full-sized horses. This amazing feat is even more
dramatic when the pony is jumping through a line headed toward
the out-gate.

8. Voluminous Tail: The pony personally makes use of its long tail
by maneuvering it like a feather duster to cover its tracks. That way
it can continue clandestine excursions like unlatching its gate and
sneaking off to the feed room for a midnight snack.

9. Plump Hindquarters: This is one of those rare occasions when
the words “fat butt” and “adorable” actually work well together.

10. Strong Back: An inherently sturdy constitution deludes some
older riders into thinking they haven't outgrown their pony. Such
people require an intervention. It can start with, “Your toes are
bumping your pony’s fetlocks. Honestly, it’s time to suck it up and
move on to a horse.”

11. Prominent Withers: A built-in safety feature for bareback trail
riders. The withers prevent an unplanned dismount when the pony
slams on the brakes, drops its head and grabs a mouthful of grass.

12. Thick, Abundant Mane: Layers of wiry hair create a convenient
handhold for young riders. This is vitally important during those
unexpected “pony moments” like spooking at mirages, leaping
three-feet above a set of crossrails and bolting back to the barn
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